
 
 
 

November 2011 
 
Dear Friends of Catholic Charities, 
 
When I was a youngster one of my younger brothers received an Ant Farm as a birthday gift.  You might remember 
them…a thin clear plastic box, a bag of sand and a vial of live ants.  Dump the sand into the box, place the ants in the 
box and they would go to work tunneling through the sand as we watched.  Fascinating. The only problem was they all 
eventually died because there was no way to sustain the colony.  I remember my brother wishing that he could somehow 
do something so that they would live.  Perhaps learn to talk ant, take the form of an ant, be born as an ant, live as an 
ant, and communicate as an ant.  Then he could help them live.  
 
You know where I am going with this.  Jesus did exactly what my brother Bill wanted to do.  In St. Paul’s Letter to the 
Philippians we read: “Though he was God, he empted himself taking the form of a servant being born in human 
likeness.”  That is what God did. He didn’t mail a letter, send an e-mail, text, or shout from heaven. He did the one thing 
we could understand. God himself came down and entered the human race. He became one of us so that forever we 
would hear him saying: “I love you.” 
 
Would I have done it that way?  Probably not. I’d had a press conference … sold tickets, made a big deal so all the world 
could see. But that’s not God’s way. Instead of TV cameras, there is a frightened father, an exhausted mother, a dirty 
stable in wintertime, swaddling clothes and a feeding-trough. There he is, ignored by the mighty and powerful - the Deity 
in Diapers. Immanuel, God with us.   It’s so simple that you know it must be true. Only God would have done it that way. 
 
Through Catholic Charities this past year your generosity has said: “I love you” to the needy in our community with … 
 

• The distribution of over 100,000 pounds of food and 500 pounds of personal care items, and diapers 
• Over 800 counseling sessions provided at four locations in east and west Volusia County 
• Prevention of homelessness for 72 families with rent/mortgage or utility assistance 
• Backpacks filled with school supplies provided to children; Thanksgiving turkeys, Christmas gifts and cold 

weather wear through our collaboration with the One Warm Coat Foundation. 
 
Enclosed you will find a list of ways that you and your family can also adopt one of Catholic Charities’ services for a day, 
a week, a month, a quarter or for a year.  Please consider a gift or pledge that will give to our needy neighbors all year. 
Thank you for remembering the poor and suffering among us at this sacred time of new birth and hope for our world. 
 
I will close with St. Paul’s words also from his letter to the Philippians: “I thank my God in all my remembrances of you… 
and remain thankful for your partnership in the Gospel from the first day until now.”  Merry Christmas and a Blessed New 
Year to you and your family! 

Gratefully,  
The Director and Staff of Catholic Charities of Central Florida in Volusia County 

 Alan Rettig Miguel Gonzalez Carol Podschelne David VanDyke 
 Regional Director Marriage & Family Therapist Case Worker Case Manager 
 



 



Our …

•  �Mission … Provide vital social services to people in 
need, regardless of their religious, social or economic 
background, to improve lives of individuals, families and 
the community.

•  �Commitment … Join forces with Catholic Charities USA, 
and other partnering social service agencies as we continue 
to lead the charge in Central Florida to reduce poverty 
and the destructive forces that it creates in the family and 
community-at-large.

•  �Vision … Create a more capable and connected social 
service agency focused on meeting today’s community 
needs and positioned to meet the challenges of tomorrow 
throughout the Diocese of Orlando.

•  �Values … Dignity, Respect, Compassion, Commitment, 
Integrity, and Professionalism.

•  �Gospel Motivation …  Matthew 25  

Works of Mercy are charitable actions by which we come 
to the aid of our neighbor in his or her spiritual and bodily 
necessities.  

Corporal Works of Mercy call us to service especially in 
feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, clothing the 
naked, visiting the sick and imprisoned, and burying the 
dead. Among all these, giving alms to the poor is one of the 
chief witnesses to fraternal charity; it is also a work of justice 
pleasing to God.

He, who has two coats, let him share with him who has 
none; he who has food must do likewise. But give for alms 
those things which are within; behold, everything is clean 
for you.  If a brother or sister is ill-clad and in lack of daily 
food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed 
and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the 
body, what does it profit? 

Spiritual Works of Mercy prompt us to be generous in 
instructing, advising, consoling, comforting, forgiving and 
bearing wrongs patiently. 

For more information please contact:  
Alan Rettig, Eastern Regional Director

207 White Street, Daytona Beach, FL  32114-3427
Phone: 386-255-6521 • Fax: 386-238-0048  

alan.rettig@cflcc.org • www.cflcc.org 

Thank you for considering the adoption of a Catholic 



Suggested Annual Fund Program Adoption Levels

Greater cooperation in service to the poor is now available 
thanks to St. Augustine’s Diocesan Farmworker Ministry 
staff including (l-r): Rosa Gomez, Olga Lara-Moser 
and her husband Alvin Moser, and Alan Rettig from the 
Diocese of Orlando. 

Olga Lara-Moser, Rev. Jhon Garnizo, Pastor of St. John 
the Baptist, and Alan Rettig check out some 200 baskets 
that were distributed for Thanksgiving this year.  70 
of these recipients live in Volusia County.  Olga notes: 
“When it comes to food, we have always provided groceries 
to all who come to us in need regardless of their place of 
residence.  If they are hungry, they eat.”

Mental Health & Pregnancy Counseling for 
Individuals and Families

$320	 1 month 
$160	 2 weeks

$80	 1 week

In Northwest Volusia County

The Diocese of St. Augustine and the Diocese of 
Orlando are now collaborating to serve the poor of 
NW Volusia County, thanks to a new cooperative 
service initiated by the two Catholic Charities agencies 
operated by these two dioceses.  

Hundreds of needy farmworkers and other residents 
from NW Volusia County, who reside within the 
Diocese of Orlando including the Cities of Seville, 
Barberville, Deleon Springs and Pierson, seek help 
from the Catholic Charities in the Diocese of St. 
Augustine at its regional center located on the campus 
of St. John the Baptist Church in Crescent City, 
Putnam County.  

This new service arrangement was developed through 
the cooperation of Alan Rettig, Regional Director 
for Catholic Charities of Central Florida in Volusia 
County, and Olga P. Lara-Moser, Coordinator of 
Farm Worker Ministry for Diocese of St. Augustine  
Catholic Charities.

St. Augustine Diocesan staff provides: counseling, 
casework, emergency family services and food pantry 
services.  Orlando Diocesan staff helps provide: 
resources, financial support and food for needy 
individuals and families living in NW Volusia, who 
account for one-third of the total clients served by this 
service center in Crescent City.  

WOMEN, CHILDREN  
& FAMILY INITIATIVE

Daytona Beach and Deltona,  
Diocese of Orlando;  

Crescent City, Diocese of St. Augustine

Emergency Family Services, Case 
Management & Disaster Relief

$1,500	� Disaster relief and recovery help for 
1 family for 1 month

$1,000	� Homelessness prevention for 
1 family

$750	 Mortgage payment for 1 month
$500	� Apartment rent and utilities for 

1 month

Eastern Regional Food Pantry
$300	� Food pantry cost for food 

for a family of 4 for 1 week
$150	� Food pantry cost for a 

family of 2 for  
1 week

$75	� Food pantry cost for 
1 individual for  
1 week

Adoption Services
$2,500	� Support for the birth 

mother 

$2,000	� Legal fees for adoptions 

$1,000	� Set up and furnishing 
a nursery 

$500	� Infant clothing 

$250	� Initial supply of 
infant formula

$100	� Local transportation 
for birth mother 

To help provide food for residents served by the 
Diocese of Orlando and seeking help at this Catholic 
Charities program in Crescent City, please review these 
service adoption opportunities as you consider helping:

$300  Food pantry cost for a family of 4 for 1 week.

$150  Food pantry cost for a family of 2 for 1 week

$75    Food pantry cost for 1 individual for 1 week.

Please Note: The demand for donated food is greater 
than current supplies available in both dioceses, thus 
food is often purchased to replenish shelves and 
transported greater distances causing food costs to 
spiral higher during these difficult times.

IMMIGRATION &  
REFUGEE SERVICES

Immigration Program - All Counties of the 
Diocese of Orlando - Legal services consultation, 
court representation, permanent residency, 
employment authorization and citizenship. 

$5,000	 Cost of 1 attorney for 1 month

$675	 Government citizenship fees

$375	 Cost of 1 attorney for 1 day

$350	 Government work authorization fees

$60	 1 client consultation for Immigration

Refugee Program - All Counties of the Diocese 
of Orlando - Refugee resettlement, youth, integration 
and employment programs.

$2,000	� Resettlement expense for 1 month for 
1 family

$500	� Resettlement expense for start-up 
maintenance for each donated used car 

$100	� Expense for educational supplies and 
school start-up for 1 child

$50	� Medical and dental visits for 1 month for
1 child

Peace and Blessings!
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